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Synopsis

Erika Hoffs LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, 5th Edition communicates both the content and the
excitement of this quickly evolving field. By presenting a balanced treatment that examines all sides
of the issues, Hoff helps readers understand different theoretical points of view-- and the research
processes that have lead theorists to their findings. After an overview and history of the field, Hoff
thoroughly covers the biological bases of language development and the core topics of
phonological, lexical, and syntactic development. She also provides in-depth discussions of the
communicative foundations of language, the development of communicative competence, language
development in special populations, childhood bilingualism, and language development in the

school years. Available with InfoTrac Student Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac.
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Foundations of Language Development: Contributions of Children’s Skills and Experiences. 1.
Introduction to the Study of Language Development. 2. Biological Bases of Language Development.
3. Communicative Development: Foundations and Functions of Language. 4. Phonological
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Erika Hoff is professor of psychology at Florida Atlantic University. She has taught language
development to undergraduate students at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside and, since 1996, at
Florida Atlantic University. Dr. Hoff holds an M.S. in psychology from Rutgers-The State University
of New Jersey (1976) and a Ph.D. in psychology from University of Michigan (1981). She conducts
research on the process of language development in both typically developing children and children
with language impairment, and has received funding for this research from the National Science
Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, and the Spencer Foundation. She has published her
research in Child Development, Developmental Psychology, First Language, The Journal of Applied
Psycholinguistics, The Journal of Child Language, and the Merrill-Palmer Quarterly. Dr. Hoff has
contributed chapters to LINGUISTIC DISORDERS AND PATHOLOGIES: AN INTERNATIONAL
HANDBOOK (1993), THE HANDBOOK OF PARENTING, (2002), THE HANDBOOK OF
PSYCHOLOGY, and the MIT ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS.

| bought this text for research purposes, to have as a reference. | think it's probably a good
reference for graduate students and even experienced researchers. It may not be the best
reference, however for clinicians/teachers/speech-language pathologists who want a practical
reference for child language development. It is very, very dense and perhaps too theoretical for
those purposes. One thing | particularly liked about this text was that it included a bit more than I've

seen in other books about school-aged language, particularly at the discourse level.

| like this book. The glossary terms are at the back of the chapters for some reason, but they do
have page numbers next to them which is very helpful. There are some changes in the editions, so
don’t get the fourth edition if your teacher has the fifth edition. You need the new edition if that’s
what the syllabus requires. It's a pretty good book that goes into detail and has lots and lots of
research studies listed in it. Pretty easy to understand. Overall, a good pick for a language

development class.

| found it very helpful. It is not an easy read and | plan to read it again. Among my at-risk
kindergartners, | have a number that are ESL. | think | can provide better help to them and their

parents now.

Read the entire book, and answered all the questions in all 11 chapters. Learned a lot about

language acquisition. Worth the $190 spent... but | will be reselling it back to for $150 since | don’t



need the book anymore. :)

Loved the borrowing service saves lots of money

great text

The book is in good condition

Good information. Well written.
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